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Introduction

            Gangs have existed since the world came into being. The term “thug” means “a gang of criminals” (Thugz) that was present in India in 1200 AD and pillaged towns as they traveled. This gang of criminals had made their own hand secret codes, symbols, slang and practices. Gangs can exist in big or small cities and they do not belong to any specific culture or race. All cultural, socioeconomic, sexual, racial and geographic boundaries are crossed by gangs. Fear and violence is brought to towns by gangs, property is destroyed, youth gets involved in crimes, drugs are trafficked and businesses are driven out. Teenagers are pulled out from schools and homes and get involved in violent activities. Gang activities cannot be predicted and at times gang violence is indiscriminate. Innocent people are often kicked, punched or even killed by gang members.      
              A kind of gang known as hybrid gangs have flourished in the U.S and because of their varying nature they are hard to track down. Different rules are followed by hybrid gangs and their ways of working and thinking also differ from other kinds of gangs that are usually seen on TV such as the Bloods and the Crips. Hybrid gangs are based locally and they do not have a proper structure like the old kind of gangs. They may or may not belong to a particular race and mostly these gangs have no recognized leader. Affiliation can be changed by gang members from one gang to another without any effects. (Gangs) (Gang History)
Types of Gangs

Street Gangs

           Street gangs are the most common type of gangs that are found in most parts of the country and pose a threat because of their strong control on a large geographical area. Greatest threat is posed by criminal activities like brutality and drug trafficking by street gangs. When national or regional-level street gangs move from urban parts to suburban and rural parts, the threat increases because of a greater influence of street gangs in most parts of the region. Their presence is broadened outside the U.S for developing relations with DTOs and other such terrorist organizations in Central America, Canada and Mexico. According to an analysis of federal, state and local government, around eleven national-level street gangs are present in the U.S while their members are located in foreign countries. Gangs that function in the U.S are assisted by the well-known cells in other countries for establishing relations with DTOs and other criminal groups in these countries. There can be more than a few hundred to several thousand gang members across the country that work in different parts of the country. 
Some types of street gangs are:

· Regional-level Street Gangs
Drugs are increasingly distributed by this type of gang at the wholesale level. Five known gangs, particularly Fresno Bulldogs, Florencia, Latin Disciples, United Blood Nation and Tango Blast are functioning at a regional-level. Regional-level gangs are usually structured, having more than a few hundred to several thousand members. A few of their members might be working in other countries as well, to strengthen relationships with DTOs and other criminal groups in the U.S. 

· Local Street Gangs

Local street gangs are also called neighborhood-based gangs or neighborhood-based drug crews. They create problems for police officials and a concern for federal law enforcement. At present, majority of the street gangs are local-level gangs functioning in single localities. They may have three to more than a few hundred members in their gang. Majority of these gangs are involved in crimes like violence and drug-distribution but mostly they are not directly associated with DTOs or other criminal groups. But establishment of ties to whole-sale drug distributors working along U.S-Mexico border has been reported by a few law enforcement agencies. In addition, a rise in the number of local gang members developing dual membership with their equivalent gangs in Mexico has also been observed. 
  Prison Gangs

            A serious domestic threat is posed by prison gangs specifically by national-level prison gangs that are associated with Mexican DTOs and control street gangs in towns in which they function. Prison gangs are very organized criminal set-ups that work within the federal and state prison structures. Moreover, in local communities, these gangs are controlled by members that have been freed from prison. When prison members are freed, they come back to their home towns and recommence their past street gang connections. They act as representatives of their prison gang to hire street gang members that are involved in criminal activities on behalf of the prison gang. Drug distribution is often controlled by prison gangs within correctional facilities that control street-level drug distribution in a few towns. Significant control is exerted by prison gangs over midlevel and retail-level drug distribution in the Southwest Region and in Southern California. Their drug distributing activities are supported by Mexican DTOs who make sure that illegal drugs are continuously supplied through their networks in prison or supplied to associated street gangs. 
Some types of prison gangs are:

· National-level Prison Gangs

These gangs are dangerous because they are usually associated with DTOs. There are five known national-level prison gangs, of which two have members in at least two foreign countries. These gangs are properly structured and ruled by developed sets of rules and codes of conduct that are strictly imposed by gang leaders. Gangs like California-based Mexican Mafia (La Eme) control Hispanic street gangs whose members are imprisoned and on the roads of California by terrorizing and intimidating them. Because of this control, command is given to La Eme over 50,000 to 75,000 Sureños gang members and their associate groups.  
· Regional-level Prison Gangs
A different but developing threat is caused by regional-level prison gangs because of their growing relations with DTOs. These gangs are very organized like the national level gangs but they function in just one or two state prison structures. Majority of the influential regional-level prison gangs function in Texas and many of them have associations with at least one Mexican DTO. 
· Local-or- State-Level Prison Gangs
A serious fear is caused by local-or-street-level prison gangs especially the ones that function along the U.S-Mexico border. These gangs have become a serious issue of concern for the police officials. Long-standing associations with Mexican DTOs are maintained by a few local prison gangs along the U.S-Mexico border. Local prison gangs generally function within the department of corrections in any one state. When the members of local-prison gangs are freed from prison, they settle down in local towns where they hire members and develop associations with local street gang members for conducting crimes on behalf of the prison gang.
Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs
            Outlaw motorcycle gangs are dangerous for public safety in towns. A number of criminal activities are performed by these gangs that have the ability to resist the efforts of police officials. Outlaw Motorcycle gangs are very organized and their members are involved in crimes like violence and weapon and drug distribution. A steady central control is maintained by outlaw motorcycle gangs by implanting a set of rules that regulate membership, behavior and criminal acts. It was estimated by the law enforcement agencies in June 2008 that between 280 and 520 outlaw motorcycle gangs are functioning at regional, national and local levels. The size of outlaw motorcycle gangs ranges from one part to hundreds of parts all over the world. It has been estimated by the present law enforcement agencies that more than 20,000 confirmed outlaw motorcycle gang members divided among many outlaw motorcycle gangs live in the U.S. Some types of outlaw motorcycle gangs are:

· National-level Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs

A serious national domestic risk is posed by this type of gang which is a serious issue for the police officials. These gangs are very organized and their members are more than thousands while strong relations with transnational DTOs and other criminal groups are maintained by them. Moreover, criminal systems of regional and local motorcycle clubs generally known as “support,” “puppet,” or “duck” clubs are maintained by national-level outlaw motorcycle gangs and crimes are conducted for supporting larger outlaw motorcycle gangs. According to open sources and information provided by law enforcement agencies, a few of the support club members have been employed in private businesses or government firms because of which national-level outlaw motorcycle gangs are provided with business, government and other important financial information which supports criminal activities. 
· Regional-level Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs

Regional-level-outlaw motorcycle gangs are very organized and their size ranges from fifty to more than a few hundred members. Around 109 regional-level outlaw motorcycle gangs are known to be functioning in the U.S. Majority of these gangs support any one of the national-level outlaw motorcycle gangs. A few of these gangs are associated with transnational DTOs and other criminal groups. 
· Local-level Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs

This kind of gang usually functions in any one state or in some neighboring states. Local-level outlaw motorcycle gangs have less than fifty members. At times they serve as support clubs for regional and national-level outlaw motorcycle gangs. They are usually not associated with DTOs or with other criminal groups. 

(Gang Types)
Juvenile gangs

            Juvenile gangs hire young members who are emotionally immature but they commonly use weapons for criminal activities. Juvenile gangs are a kind of a generally organized unit which is created by setting up customs and taboos exclusively for the gangs. Youngsters who are estranged from their families and score poor grades in school find these gangs supportive. A number of gang members coming from affirming family backgrounds or those who score good grades in school are forced to join these gangs by their peer group. Earlier, juvenile gangs used to function on street corners but currently complex territorial limits have been set up by these gangs. Most members of adult gangs usually begin their careers in juvenile gangs. Being part of juvenile gangs does not definitely mean that individuals will continue a criminal life. Some members of juvenile gangs return to general society with difficulty while others continue their careers as criminals. 
            Earlier, juvenile gangs used to be of social nature with a weird set of rules invented by uneducated youngsters. But at present, criminal activities of juvenile gangs are thought to be “acting out.” However, after the arrival of adult criminal gangs that use deadly weapons, juvenile gangs have become a reflection of adult criminal gangs. A number of absurd violent crimes are committed by juvenile gangs. The way of thinking of the group controls the self-image and sense of self-worth of the juvenile gang members. (Reynolds)

Drugs and Gangs
            Main distributors of illegal drugs in the U.S are outlaw motorcycle gangs, street gangs and prison gangs. Drugs are smuggled into the U.S by gangs and are later transported within the country. Large quantities of cocaine, marijuana and lesser quantities of heroin, ecstasy and methamphetamine are also smuggled into the country. Millions of dollars are collected by various types of gangs by selling banned drugs, distributing weapons, selling stolen property and operating prostitution rings. Gangs progress by buying property, setting up recording studios, motorcycle shops and construction companies. Gangs also set up cash-based businesses like music shops, restaurants, barbershops, catering services, strip clubs and tattoo parlors for the purpose of commingling drug proceeds with funds produced through legitimate trade. (Drugs and Gangs Fast Facts)
Conclusion

            Gangs are groups of criminals involved in various kinds of criminal activities. Gangs can exist in big or small cities and they are not associated with any specific culture or race. All cultural, socioeconomic, sexual, racial and geographic boundaries are crossed by gangs. Fear and violence is brought to towns, property is destroyed, youth gets involved in crimes, drugs are trafficked and businesses are driven out. Gangs are of several types. A kind of gang known as hybrid gangs has flourished in the U.S but because of their varying nature they are hard to track down. Different rules are followed by hybrid gangs and their ways of working also differ from other kinds of gangs that are usually seen on TV such as the Bloods and the Crips. Street gangs are the most common type of gangs that are found in most parts of the country and pose a threat because of their strong control on a large geographical area. There can be more than a few hundred to several thousand street gang members across the country that work in different parts of the country. Another kind of gang is prison gang that also poses a serious domestic threat. Prison gangs are very organized criminal set-ups that work within the federal and state prison structures. Outlaw motorcycle gangs are another type of gangs that are dangerous for public safety in towns. A number of criminal activities are performed by these gangs that have the ability to resist the efforts of police officials. Juvenile gangs are gangs that hire young members who are emotionally immature but they commonly use weapons for criminal activities. Juvenile gangs are a kind of a generally organized unit which is created by setting up customs and taboos exclusively for the gangs. Main distributors of illegal drugs in the U.S are outlaw motorcycle gangs, street gangs and prison gangs. Millions of dollars are collected by various types of gangs by selling illegal drugs, distributing weapons, selling stolen property and operating prostitution rings. Gangs pose a serious threat to communities and are a matter of concern for the law enforcement agencies
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